I worked with two groups of students from Castlemilk John Paul II Primary
School. We discussed what life would have been like for a young girl named
Verecunda, who was a Caledonian slave. This blog post is a summation of my

notes throughout the day.

I had a great day — thank you to all facilitators, organizers, and volunteers for
creating such a lovely atmosphere to work in! It was also great to meet Sara

Perry, a fellow Canadian!

My first group with Verecunda was extremely lively and involved. I had two
girls, named Lucy and Mercedes, and one boy, named Michael. They were
attentive while Ann was giving an overview of Verecunda’s story, and they were
also eager to get started. I think that seeing all of the supplies and large papers
got them excited. I asked them their thoughts on what activities Verecunda
would be doing during her day. Both Lucy and Mercedes mentioned chores —
cleaning, washing, etc. Michael suggested that she might be taking care of the
farm animals. All three of them focussed more on writing than drawing on the
paper, which I thought was interesting. We had a lively discussion and asked
each other questions back and forth. Their questions to me started out to be
fairly simple: “How and with what did she clean? Did she have to take care of
pigs? What was the Roman general like? What did their money look like?”
Luckily, some of my background is in Classics/Roman history, so I was able to
direct them towards some likely answers. As we got deeper into our
conversation, more probing and complex questions were being asked as they
became more invested in Verecunda’s story: “Why is there slavery?” And my
favourite question of the whole day was from Lucy: “Is Roman vs Caledonian
identity similar here to how it is in Shakespeare’s ‘Boudicca’?” Luckily, I know
my Shakespeare! I filled in the others as to the plot of ‘Boudicca’ so that we

could discuss issues of identity.

Here is a link to the image on my personal Instagram account of this trio:

https://www.instagram.com/p/BZoa7LyDxUU/?hl=en &taken-

by=mckailaferguson. I tagged the University of Glasgow, The Hunterian, and

Emotive EU. I also used the hashtags that we discussed in our meeting.
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